
 

Air quality and chronic disease: Why action on climate change is also good for
health

   
   
   
Abstract:

There is increasing evidence that air pollution contributes to the burden of chronic disease and premature
mortality, particularly from cardiovascular and respiratory causes. Action now urgently required to mitigate
climate change has the potential co-benefit of improving air quality and reducing the chronic disease
burden. Fossil fuel combustion, primarily from motor vehicles and energy generation, is a major contributor
to anthropogenic climate change and air pollution-related health conditions. Action to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by improving energy efficiency, departing from carbon-intensive energy generation,
facilitating mass transit and active transport options, also has the potential for significant public health
benefits.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/NB10026   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Meteorological Factors, Precipitation, Unspecified Exposure

Air Pollution: Interaction with Temperature, Ozone, Particulate Matter

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 
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A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cardiovascular Effect, Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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